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SUB J : HEMISPHERE'S HEADS-OF-STATE CONFERENCE IN PANAMA 1976 

REF: PANAMA 5064 

1. FONMIN LIEVANO TOLD AMBASSADOR AUG 21 WHILE DISCUSSING ANOTHER 
MATTER THAT PANAMANIAN MINISTER-NEGOTIATOR TACK HAD MET WITH HIM 
AS REPORTED REFTEL. 

2. LIEVANO EMPHASIZED THAT PROPOSED SUBJECT MEETING WAS VERY 

MUCH ONLY IN THE PLANNING STAGE AND DOUBTED ANYTHING WOULD RESULT. 
HE RECALLED HOW VENEZUELAN PRES PEREZ EARLY IN HIS ADMINISTRATION 
HAD PLANS TO CALL ALL THE HEADS OF STATE TOGETHER, AND NOTHING 
CAME OF THAT. HE STRESSED THAT IT IS VERY DIFFICULT TO ARRANGE 
THIS KIND OF MEETING, AND THAT A VERY BIG DRAWING CARD WOULD BE 
NEEDED. (FONOFF OFFICIAL FONSECA TOLD EMBOFFS ALSO AUG 21 THAT 
SOMETHING LIKE THE 1961 PUNTA DEL ESSTE MEETING FOUNDING THE 
ALLIANCE FOR PROGRESS WOULD BE NEEDED). 

3. LIEVANO SAID THAT IN HIS DISCUSSIONS WITH TACK THE IDEA 
CONTEMPLATED WAS A LATIN AMERICAN MEETING. THERE HAD BEEN NO 
MENTION OF EXTENDING AN INVITATION TO PRESIDENT FORD. 

4. THE AMBASSADOR OBTAINED THE IMPRESSION FROM LIEVANO THAT THE 
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PROPOSED MEETING IS A DISTINCTLY PANAMIAN INITIATIVE. 
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